[Cytofluorimetric research on the glycogen content of the hepatocytes in patients with various forms of alcoholic liver lesions].
By cytofluorometry employing the cytofluorometric PAS reaction, a study was made of the total glycogen and of its two fractions in liver parenchymal cells, both in the norm and in patients with chronic alcoholism (alcoholic steatosis, chronic alcoholic hepatitis, and mixed forms of alcoholic-viral hepatitis, viral hepatitis with steatosis and also viral hepatitis). The examination was performed on preparations-smears of isolated hepatocytes, obtained from the live puncture liver biopsies. The quantitative analysis has shown the increase in the total glycogen content in hepatocytes of patients with alcoholic hepatitis in comparison with the norm and with chronic viral hepatitis. The transition from a reverse stage--alcoholic steatosis--to alcoholic hepatitis was accompanied by a sharp increase in the total glycogen content and by an obvious change in the ratio of glycogen fractions, towards the hard soluble fraction in liver cells. The quantitative analysis of glycogen fractions in liver cells of patients with chronic alcoholic disease may be an appreciated marker of differential diagnostics of different stages and forms of alcoholic liver disease.